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Reinhard Heinisch (PhD, Michigan State U.) is Professor of Austrian Politics in
Comparative Perspective at the University of Salzburg, where he also heads the
Department of Political Science and Sociology. From 1986 to 2009, he lived and
worked in the USA, where he held a professorship at the University of Pittsburgh and
headed the International Studies Program. His research focuses on comparative
populism, democracy, and political parties. His publications appear in leading
international journals such as Party Politics, Democratization, West European Palitics,
Representation, Comparative European Politics and others. Recent books
include Understanding Populist Party Organization (Palgrave, 2016), Political
Populism: A Handbook (Nomos, 2017), The People and the Nation. Populism and
Ethno-Territorial Politics in Europe (Routledge, 2019). He is currently leading an
extensive EU Horizon2020 project on populism research. Heinisch is an affiliate
faculty at the University of Pittsburgh, USA, guest lecturer at Renmin University in
Beijing since 2014 and former president of the Austrian Society for Political Science.
From 2011 to 2018 he headed the working group Democracy of the Austrian Research
Foundation. In this context, the edited volume Kritisches Handbuch der
Osterreichischen Demokratie (Bbhlau, 2020) is being published. Current research
projects relate to citizens' fundamental attitudes to democracy, which are analyzed
transnationally using new empirical methods. In addition to his academic work and
active international lecturing, Reinhard Heinisch is also a guest commentator in
numerous domestic and foreign media including the Washington Post, NPR, The
Economist, BBC, ARD, ZDF and many others. Reinhard Heinisch has been awarded
the M. Lupac Science Prize by the Austrian Parliament.



